
Financial Management Operations 

Calculating Fund Balance for Transfer 



Objectives 

• Identify general ledger and subsidiary ledger accounts 

• Define fund balance in relation to GL/SL accounts  

• Identify when to do fund balance transfers 

• Identify accounts that qualify for fund balance transfers 

• Navigate the available fund balance formula 

– Screens(18, 19, 34) 

– Pitfalls (Sc 702, deficits, and over-realized income) 

 



Account Ledgers - GL 

• General Ledger (GL) 

– Records what an account is worth at a given point in time 
(balance statement) 

– GL accounts have a fund balance = equity of the overall 
account. 

– 6 Digits beginning with Zero (0); 2nd digit = fund group 

– Has either 1 or many subsidiary ledger accounts tied 
(mapped) to it. (Screen 39) 

 



Account Ledgers SL 

• Subsidiary Ledger (SL) 

– Records Revenue and Expense transactions (income 
statement) 

– 6 digits beginning with non-zero number 

– 1st digit is fund group 

– Is tied (mapped) to a GL account (Screen 6 Map Code with 
zero in front) 

– All activity in an SL account affects the GL account mapped 
to it. 



GL, SL, and Fund Balance 

• True Fund Balance in the GL includes the 
beginning fund balance, plus transfers in/out, 
plus actual revenue, less actual expenses. 

• “Fund Balance Transfers” are the portion of 
uncommitted fund balance reserves in the GL 
needed to cover activity within the SL mapped to 
the GL. 



Reason to transfer from the 
Fund Balance 

• Budget not set up during Budget process 

– Usually at the beginning of the fiscal year 

• Additional budget authority needed to cover 
current year expenses 

– Expenses in excess of collected revenue (deficit in 
the SL) 



Account Ranges that Transfer 
from Fund Balance 

2XXXXX-3XXXXX 

 

Designated and Auxiliary accounts which borrow 
budget from TAMU with 1:1 GL to SL mapping. 



Calculation of Available Fund 
Balance 

GL  YTD Ending Fund Balance    (Sc 18, acct ctrl 3xxx) 

Less:  YTD Ending Encumbrances  (Sc 18, acct ctrl 9620) 

Plus:  Unrealized Income   (Sc 19, 0001 pool) 

Less:   Overrealized Income  (Sc 19, 0001 pool) 

Less:  SL Account Available Balance (Sc 34, 1000-8000 pools) 

  Fund Balance in the GL available to transfer to the SL  



EXAMPLE 

The following Slides present an example of the data 
used and the calculations 



Example 1: Accts 021041 / 210410 
Sc 18:  Start with YTD Ending Fund Balance 

(Acct Ctrl 3200) 

 $   1,050,395.43  
YTD Ending 

Fund Balance 



Less YTD Ending 
Encumbrances(Acct Ctrl 9620). 

 $   1,050,395.43  
YTD Ending Fund 

Balance 

 $       271,890.29  
YTD Ending 

Encumbrance 



Sc 19 for SL: Add Unrealized Income or 
Subtract Overrealized Income 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Unrealized Income – If revenue available is negative (-) 

 Overrealized Income – If revenue available is positive (+); A separate DBR is required for 
overrealized income 

 

 $   1,050,395.43  
YTD Ending 

Fund Balance 

 $       271,890.29  
YTD Ending 

Encumbrance 

 $         14,315.78  
*Unrealized 

Income 

 $                         -    
*Overrealized 

Income 



Sc 34 for SL: Subtract the sum of the 
available balance from expense pools 

1000-8000 

 $   1,050,395.43  
YTD Ending Fund 

Balance 

 $       271,890.29  
YTD Ending 

Encumbrance 

 $         14,315.78  Unrealized Income 

 $                         -    Overrealized Income 

 $       121,968.15  
SL Account Available 

Balance 



Fund Balance Calculator 

 $   1,050,395.43  YTD Ending Fund Balance 

 $       271,890.29  YTD Ending Encumbrance 

 $         14,315.78  Unrealized Income 

 $                         -    Overrealized Income 

 $       121,968.15  SL Account Available Balance 

 $       670,852.77  Available Fund Balance to Transfer 



FAMIS Screen 702  

It is important to note 
here that the 
calculation and FAMIS 
screen 702 agree.  
This will not always be 
the case due to over-
realized income and 
deficit balances in 
accounts.  In that 
event you must  use 
the calculated 
amount.  Do not rely 
on screen 702 for the 
available balance. 



Fund Balance/DBR Tips 

• Use FB as the justification code 

• The summary should be the reason additional 
budget authority is needed 

• The source account is the GL with no subcode/ 
pool 

• The destination account is the SL, which maps 
to the GL, with an expense pool. 

 



Summary 

• Calculate the available fund balance to transfer, 
when additional budget authority to spend funds 
is needed, with this formula: 

(Ending Fund Balance) – (Ending Reserve for 
Encumbrances) + (Unrealized Income) – 
(Overrealized Income) – (SL Account Available 
Balance) = Available Fund Balance to Transfer 



Resource Information 

• Website Information:  
– http://fmo.tamu.edu/general-accounting/dbr/ 

• General Accounting: 
– Alan Stilley – 845-2044 or astilley@tamu.edu  

– Linda Kettler – 845-0978 or l-kettler@tamu.edu 

• FAMIS Training/ Security 
– 979-458-5555 or accesshelp@tamu.edu 
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